GENERAL    FRANCO              55
11 Devoted entirely to his profession, he possesses
in a high degree all the military qualities, and Ms
activities and capacity for work, his clear judgment,
Ms understanding and his culture are always ready
for the call to arms/'
Franco conveniently being the youngest of Spanish
brigadiers, the Socialists had placed his name at^
the  bottom   of  the  list.    Ignoring  precedence,
Hidalgo promoted him to the first divisional vacancy
that occurred.
The service of democracy was for Franco a duty,
nothing more. It is doubtful whether anyone could
have made him a believer in the principles of
democracy and universal suffrage as applied to
Spain, but Hidalgo came near to it by showing that
good generals were as much a necessity to a
democracy as to any other constitution wishing to
preserve itself.
While Franco took a new lease of life, the actual
state of the country was more disturbed than
before. The Socialists, unseated, constituted a
greater menace to the status quo than ever they had
when in office. Spanish workers all over the
country, and particularly in the great industrial
centres, who had formerly been content to accept
their leaders' promises that their slavery was at
an end and the dawn of their prosperity and liberty
in sight, were now no less responsive, when told that
reaction was trying to cheat them of their rights.
After a period of excitement and Mgh hopes, it